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Background

As part of the development, a new private service road connecting 97th and 100th Streets located between Columbus Avenue, on the east, and Amsterdam Avenue, on the west, will replace an existing pedestrian walkway.  This existing walkway through a formerly park-like area currently provides a safe route for elementary school students walking to/from P.S. 163.  P.S. 163 is located on 97th Street between Columbus and Amsterdam Avenues.  The new service road will have adverse traffic and pedestrian safety impacts on the residents of buildings with frontage on the road, and also on all residents who use 97th Street and 100th Street for any purpose.

Discussion

These conflict points, which will inhibit and interfere with the efficient functioning of school traffic and student pedestrians, police and fire department traffic and emergency services, as well as residential traffic and pedestrians, have been identified as follows:

 One (1) private service road west of Columbus Avenue, connecting 97th Street and 100th Street, and creating a three (3)-block stretch of unregulated traffic, as well as new unregulated intersections with both 97th Street and 100th Street.

The off-street truck loading dock on 97th Street will be located in close proximity to the driveway on 97th Street into the new underground parking garage at 808 Columbus Avenue, as well as to the new intersection created by the new private service road between 97th and 100th Streets.  Note that there is a mirror condition of all three factors on 100th Street at the site of 808 Columbus Avenue.

Conclusions

 The new private service road behind 808 Columbus Avenue between 100th and 97th Streets requires careful study and analysis, and a safe traffic design and traffic plan.  The direction of the private service road has not been determined.  Control of access to the road and the use of the road by traffic such as passenger vehicles, delivery vehicles, emergency vehicles, taxis, etc., have not been addressed.

 The introduction of a mid-block street crossing by a private service road creating a new intersection with a school route in close proximity to the Whole Foods truck docks with a 50-foot sidewalk on 97th Street has not been addressed.  

 The location of stop signs, crosswalks, intersection safe stopping sight distance design and the impacts on police and fire department vehicles and police and fire department employee vehicles on 100th Street have not been addressed.  Additionally, access to the private service road is located near both the new off-street truck loading docks and the driveways into the new underground parking garage at 808 Columbus Avenue on both 97th Street and 100th Street.



