---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Michael McKee <mmckee@tenantspac.org>

Date: Wed, Nov 23, 2011 at 2:41 PM

Subject: A TRIP TO ALBANY -- NEXT THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1


Dear Real Rent Reform Members and Supporters:


Next Thursday, December 1, the Real Rent Reform Campaign is chartering a bus to Albany to do a joint action with members of Occupy Albany.


This is a result of a trip last Friday by Bennett Baumer and Steve Koulish, who met with OA members, who were enthusiastic about having a busload of downstate tenants visit them for a joint action.


The action will center around stronger rent laws (specifically repeal of vacancy decontrol), continuing the millionaire's tax (an issue close to Occupy Albany's heart), and fair and independent redistricting.


Occupy Albany shares many similarities with Occupy Wall Street, but there are also important distinctions: namely they are targeting Governor Andrew "1%" Cuomo, and they have articulated specific issues/demands. This makes sense as the encampment is literally across the street from the State Capitol building ̶ much to Governor Cuomo’s displeasure.


We will leave New York City in the morning (not too early!) and will return from Albany the same day. We can make more than one pickup, depending on your turnout numbers.


An Occupy Albany action represents a big opportunity for community groups to connect with the broader movement around economic inequality while the Occupy movement gets to connect with community groups (many political theorists believe this is the next step after obtaining and

holding ground). And this event will be fun.


We need to seize this chance while the iron is hot and the corporate press will still cover us. Call Bennett Baumer, Housing Conservation Coordinators organizer at 212-956-2585 or Michael McKee at

917-669-2977 to let us know how many of your folks would like to go next Thursday.

Bus departure and arrival times to be announced next week.
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