	From: Sue Susman <sue@janak.org>  October 30, 2011

To: aff <aff-hous@save-ml.org>

Subject: [aff-hous] Occupy Wall Street - more people, more needs


- NY Times article on making the 99% look like everybody

- Moveon.org plea for supplies for Occupy Wall Streeters

- Reminder about Nov. 7 group going to Wall St., meeting up at B'way & 72nd St. in Manhattan

(1) NY Times

<http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/10/28/occupy-wall-street-struggles-to-make-the-99-look-like-everybody/?ref=todayspaper>

October 28, 2011, 2:08 pm

Occupy Wall Street Struggles to Make ‘the 99%’ Look Like Everybody

By ALICE SPERI

Occupy Wall Street protesters near police headquarters, Sept. 30.Ozier

Muhammad/The New York TimesOccupy Wall Street protesters near police

headquarters, Sept. 30.

Updated, 3:32 p.m. | Two weeks into Occupy Wall Street’s takeover of Zuccotti Park, a group of Bronx community organizers and friends rode the subway down to Lower Manhattan to check out a movement they supported in principle.

When they got there, they recalled, they found what they had suspected: a largely white and middle-class crowd that claimed to represent “the 99 percent” but bore little resemblance to most of the

people in the group’s own community. That community, the South Bronx, is one of the poorest areas of the country and home almost exclusively to blacks and Hispanics.

“Nobody looked like us,” said Rodrigo Venegas, 31, co-founder of Rebel Diaz Arts Collective, a center for political activism and hip-hop run out of a warehouse in Mott Haven. “It was white, liberal, young people who for the first time in their life are feeling a small percentage of what black and brown communities have been feeling for hundreds of years.”

Even as the Occupy Wall Street protests have spread and grown, many critics have pointed to the visible scarcity of blacks and other minorities in the protesters’ ranks, notwithstanding the occasional

infusions of color, whether from black celebrities like Kanye West, or from union members who have rallied with the protesters, or from a Muslim prayer service at Zuccotti Park last week.

But that reality has begun to change, with minorities and people of color increasingly taking to the streets, as the movement responds to the criticism that a people’s movement should look more like the

people.

A survey conducted at Zuccotti Park by Fordham University a month into the protests, from Oct. 14 to Oct. 18, found that 68 percent of the protesters were white, 10 percent were black, 10 percent were

Hispanic, 7 percent were Asian and 5 percent were from other races.

And, many critics have noted, the black and Hispanic protesters participating in the protests have tended to come from the middle class, just as the white protesters have.

The reasons that minorities have tended to be leery of the protests are complex and deeply rooted.

Minority communities, said Gonzalo Venegas, 26, Rodrigo’s younger brother, “have a history of resistance but also a history of fear.” (Both brothers have remained involved in the protests.)

In a cheeky but ultimately serious Village Voice piece on blacks and Occupy Wall Street, the black essayist Greg Tate mused that a blacker protest movement would have drawn harsher treatment from the police.

“Thanks to our overwhelming no-show of numbers,” he wrote, “49,000 shots haven’t been fired at OWS yet.”

Some critics have also accused the protesters of being reductive in their claim to represent the majority and oblivious to their own privilege, and argue that racism, rather than capitalism, continues to be the main problem for many minority Americans.

In recent weeks, though, minority leaders have begun to rally for wider participation of people of color, and groups like “Occupy the Hood,” started by a man in South Jamaica, Queens, have begun to boost

their presence both online — Occupy the Hood’s Facebook page now counts more than 8,800 supporters — and on the street. A “People of Color Working Group” has been meeting regularly at Zuccotti Park.

Outside Manhattan, Occupy the Bronx has held rallies near Fordham University and Yankee Stadium, and Queens residents are planning a march in South Jamaica on Saturday, to “symbolically reclaim”

foreclosed houses. Earlier this week the N.A.A.C.P put out a statement in support of Occupy Wall Street, which is planning a civil rights rally and an event with Harry Belafonte over the weekend.

Associated protests like recent ones in New York against the police’s stop-and-frisk policy, at one of which the the black author and activist Cornel West was arrested, have also drawn their energy from

Occupy Wall Street and forged ties across color lines.

When race has come up at Zuccotti Park, it has sometimes been a fraught and delicate subject.

Sonny Singh, 31, a Sikh musician from Brooklyn who joined Occupy WallStreet early on, recounted the scene in Zuccotti Park the day the general assembly drafted its “Declaration of the Occupation of New York City” — the closest thing to a political manifesto the protesters have put out thus far.

Mr. Singh said that he and a few other “brown” people at the assembly were appalled by what was going to become the first paragraph of the declaration: “As one people, formerly divided by the color of our skin,” the document began, “we acknowledge the reality: that there is only one race, the human race.”

“That was obviously not written by a person of color,” Mr. Singh said, calling the statement naïve. “Race is a reality in the lives of people of color, you can’t put out a statement like that without alienating them.”

Mr. Singh and others pushed back, and eventually got the phrasing changed to be more sensitive to racial realities within the movement. They also kept returning to the protest, and started the People of

Color Working Group, which states as one of its goals working toward “a racially conscious and inclusive movement.”

The group’s meetings have been “the most multiracial, people-of-color space I’ve worked in since I’ve lived in N.Y.C.,” Mr. Singh wrote in an e-mail. Between 50 and 100 people have consistently attended, he added, with 170 people at the largest meeting.

Patrick Bruner, a member of occupywallst.org’s press team, agreed with early criticism of the movement as not diverse enough, but said things had improved.

“I think that at the beginning this movement wasn’t as diverse as we would have liked it to be,” he said. “Everyone realized it was an issue and we all worked very hard to solve it. Our diversity has grown very steadily, at the same rate as the rest of the movement as a whole.”

Groups like the Rebel Diaz Arts Collective said they had noticed the change. “The energy this movement has been creating is going to spread,” Gonzalo Venegas said. “We are not playing a game of ‘we are suffering more than you.’ We want to build with them.”

Frank Diamond, a 26-year-old Haitian-American from Jamaica, Queens, who was holding an “Occupy the Hood” sign at a recent rally, said that many working-class blacks who had originally watched the protests from a distance, were starting to realize they should join.

“It takes a wave to realize that the boat you have been riding is too small,” he said. “We need to be represented here too. This is about us, too.”

(2) ----- Original Message -----

From: Justin Ruben, MoveOn.org Civic Action

To: Sherry Gorelick

Sent: Friday, October 28, 2011 3:06 PM

Subject: Urgent needs at Occupy Wall Street

Dear MoveOn member,

The weather forecast for this weekend here in New York is bad—snow or icy rain is expected to hit tomorrow.

Occupy Wall Street's ability to keep speaking up for the 99% depends in part on their ability to hold out against the winter weather. And that depends on their having the right supplies—sub-zero sleeping

bags, long underwear, and warm hats and gloves.

If you have any of these items—or can go buy them today—and are willing to donate, please bring them to 52 Broadway (at the corner of Exchange Pl, next to the Amalgamated Bank). Items can be dropped off there until 9 p.m. tonight or from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Tomorrow. (Donations outside of these hours can be brought directly to the Comfort table on the east side of Zuccotti Park.)

Your contributions will make a huge difference in ensuring that Occupy Wall Street can keep up their good work. Let us know you're bringing supplies by clicking below:

I can drop off supplies in New York today or tomorrow.

We've also helped put together a new site, OccupyWishList.org, that lets Occupy groups around the country list the supplies they need and lets people like you help fill those needs.

Many of those occupations can accept shipped donations, so even if you can't make it down to Occupy Wall Street today, you can help occupiers from Albany to Anchorage get ready for cold weather. Check out what's needed here:

http://occupywishlist.org
Thanks for all you do.

​Justin, Elena, Stephen, Peter, and the rest of the team

__

(3) Join West Siders from Washington Heights to 72nd St. as they march in support of Occupy Wall Street. Click on <http://save-ml.org/files/UWS%20March%20to%20OWS%20Flyer.pdf> for a

flyer.

End to End for the 99%

March with your neighbors to Occupy Wall Street in support of the 99% left behind in this economy.

WHERE: ***Upper West Side Meet-Up: Verdi Square*** @ Broadway between W. 72nd St. and W. 73rd St.

WHEN: Monday, Nov. 7th, 1:30 P.M.

From Washington Heights to Wall Street, join us as we march on the sidewalk along Broadway through our communities from the northern tip of Manhattan (181st St. & St. Nicholas at 10:30 A.M.) to Zucotti Park, where we will join the Occupy Wall Street protest in solidarity.

Jobs

Education

Healthcare

Progressive Solutions

AND LET's ADD AFFORDABLE HOUSING!!

__________________________________________To get e-mails from this list just once a day, contact sue@janak.org.
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