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CB7 VOTE COULD SLOW APPROVAL PROCESS FOR NEW NURSING HOME
Posted on January 24, 2012 at 5:04 pm by Avi
Editor’s Note: We asked Nick Prigo, a member of Community Board 7, to update us on a development proposal for a 20-story nursing home planned for 97th Street in Park West Village. Jewish Home Lifecare is currently located at 106th Street (pictured below) but has swapped that property with land that’s now being used as a parking lot on 97th Street. From the start, the land swap and the new nursing home have been extremely controversial, in part because of the traffic and congestion it could bring. JHL says the new building is necessary to upgrade the nursing home to more modern standards. Groundbreaking is currently planned for 2014, according to Jewish Home Lifecare.
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Last week, Community Board 7 held a hearing on Jewish Home Lifecare’s attempt to build a high-rise nursing home on 97th Street. The meeting, held at P.S. 163, was packed with concerned neighbors that have organized themselves in opposition to the plan, and also included speakers who support JHL’s plans.
CB7’s steering, land use, and health committees held this hearing because city zoning rules require that if certain conditions exist, a proposal to build or relocate a nursing home must undergo a formal land use review process called ULURP (stands for uniform land use review procedure). This more rigorous ULURP process exists so that communities like ours have a voice in deciding what gets built.
[image: http://www.westsiderag.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/lifecare.jpg]The CB7 committees voted 15 to 7 that one of conditions DOES exist, thereby preventing the proposal from skipping the land use review process. The finding stemmed from a particular clause in the zoning rules that require that the community has sufficient land available for general community purposes – something that the CB7 committees found not to be the case.
Before this finding becomes the official position of CB7 it must first be voted on by the full 50-member CB7 Board at its upcoming meeting. CB7′s full Board vote will then be sent to the New York City Department of City Planning and the City Planning Commission, who will make the final decision on whether JHL’s proposal must go through the more stringent land use review process.
The full membership of CB7 will vote at its meeting on Tuesday, February 7th, beginning at 6:30 pm at Congregation Rodeph Sholom (7 West 83rd Street).
Nick Prigo is the Co-Chair of the Housing Committee on the Upper West
Side’s Community Board 7 and founder of BetterBuildingsNY. Twitter
handle @NickPrigo.
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