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PWVTA TAKES HELMSLEY TO COURT AGAIN, .. WHY P

This Special Editior cf The PWV Tenant Presents The
Peasons And The Issues

In response to PWVTA's initiative in taking both Helmsley and the Attorney
General to court, the A-C has undertaken his own investigation of harassment
of Park West Village tenants. The A-G's office has sppointed a special
investigator, Anna Nevarez, to gather information about past and present

incidents of harassment of PWV tenants.

&

Felmsley bas repcrted to the A-G's office between 300-400 cases of leases held

up during recent months; and that is only one type of harassment tenants have

been experiencing. We will be akle tc head off .future barassment actions only

by reporting and werking together.

If you would be willing to talk with Anna Nevarez, either at PWV or in the
A-C'cs office, about past or present problems with management, please inform

PWVTA representatives:

864-5996 (evenings)
AQ0 C.P.V. (12V)

Fmily Margolis

662-2610 ( §:00 - 10:00 p.m.)
784 Columbus Avenue (106)

Carl Farm

WHAT AFF TFE ISSUFS?

Harassrent, Warehousing and the Failure cf
the 372 anéd 382 bklack book to provide
inforration the law recuires are the three
initial issues raised by PRVT2 in thke court
case against Helmsley and the Attorney
Ceneral. 1Initial hearings hy PWVT2 in the
court cacse will ke beld on Fekruary 25th at
4:00 p.r. by Judge Shorter at the MNew York
“tate Court. The Attorney Ceneral has
acked for a delay in order to complete the
investigaticn of harascesment at PWV.
Subsecuent hearings will be held.

T. KFARACSSMENT: MAKNY AFRE ITS FORMS

lL.ease (Mon) Renewal: &cores of cases of
the landleord'c failure to renew leases and
of threatened evicticns on false charges
have keen called to the attention of the
pttorney General'e office by PWVTA since
fall 1984, UMeetings with the A-C's
reprecentatives, affidavits, legal and

{(Continued on P. 2)

INJUNCTION'S FFFECT ALRFADY SHCWN:
LANCLORL CRAHTS 160 FACK LEASES

Put Says He Will Cecntinue to Challenge
Rights of Occupancy

Cn January 30th PwWvT2 filed its petition to
the State Supreme Court. The Court issued
an injunction prehiktiting further
harassrent pending further hearings. The
landlor@ anticipated court action Ly
iesuing 160 back leases between January
20-31 which had been withheld for up tec twe
years in all 7 buildings. The landlord
alse listed 90 cases of disputed leacse
renewal or evictien pending kefore the
"Independent Person."”

But all is not well. 2Accempanying many of
the new leases is a letter from PWV
Management stating they will continue their
efforts to prove the tenants are illegal
occupants and to evict them.
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Eelmsley bas repcrted to the 2-G's office between 300-400 cases of leases held
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T would like teo centricute

Name
to the Legal Fund.
Bldg. and Apt. Ho. s100 [ 1, sso [ 1, s25 [ 1, other [ 1.
Telerhone _
rRuilding Reps. 372 (8V) or UAJ)
382 (°U) 784 (°B)
$25 check for 1986 membership 392 (1Y) 788 (5M)
400 (5P) 722 (17R)

enclosed.

Make check payabie to PWVTA. Please clip this coupon and give it with your payment to your Building Repre-
sentative or mail it to the above address. Piease do not mail cash. Your membership card will be sent to you. (If

you cannot pay the tull amount, piease pay what you can.)
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(continued from P. 1)

roliticel pressures, and tenante' own
efforts bave resulted in the issuance of
Aozens of leaces contested in 1985, Rut
not until PYWTA took the ratter to court on
January 30, 1286 dié the landlord reveal
that the leaces withheld cover a two-year
period in all seven buildings had numbered
between 300-4Y0C. The lendlord's
recresentaotives have stated that they will
continue tc challenge tenants on the basis
of illecal occupancy, primary resicdency,
etc.

Peliveries Rlocked: PWV Security has
stopred truck deliveries to numerous
tenants' apartrents (a) until the tenant
coulé provide identification with
photograph to prove he or she wag the
tenant of record; or (b) for failing to
give three days notice in writing of
anticipated delivery or reroval of items of
furniture or aprliances. In conseguence,
Christmas gifts were re-delivered after
Christmas; tenants heve had to take extra
days off from work and pay a "second
deliverv" charge; and our neighborhooé 24th
rolice precinct, having been contacted by
both fructrated tenants and PWV security,
has felt comrpelled to issve a careful
rolicv statement citing civil law. B2n
article attempting to clarify both
ranaoement's prerocatives and tenants'
rights recarding deliveries will appear in
the next issue of the PV Tenant.

Fogs Yot Welcome? Nurerous tenants with
dogs (and two without dogs) have received
5-day notices of lease termination unless
they get rid of their dcgs. Lawyers have
been called, PWVTR has gone to bat, tenants
have pleaded, an¢ sc far, both dogs and

III. THBE CCMVEFRSICK PLAFNS (BLACK BOOKS)
CMIT INFORMATICN REQUIREC PY LAW

PWVTA has called the attention of the
Attorney General rany omissions of

‘material facts in the 372 and 382

conversion plans which are required by law
to be included, Curulatively these add up
to a failure to comply with existing
requlations, and are in P¥WVT2's view cause
+n revoke acceptance of the plans.

COURT RSKELD TO STCP CONVERSICF, EALT
BFAPASSMENT

PWVT2 is asking the ccurt to take severeal
actions:

To direct the Attorney General either to
revoke his acceptance of the conversicn
plans or to seek an injunction against
continuance of the plans.

To prohibit the Felmeley enterprises from
proceeding witbh conversion.

To issue an injunction haltirng the
continued campaign of tenant harassment.

To award compensation damages covering at
least the cost of the court action and
attorneys' fees.

WEY PWVT2 IS ALSO SUINC THE ATTOENEY-CENEFAL

PWVTA is suing the Attorney-Ceneral as well
as Helmsley on grounds that the 2-G's
office approved the plans for filing
despite orissions of msterial fact,and has
allowed the plans to proceed despite
knowledge of illegal and continuing
harassrent of tenants throughcut the PWV
complex.

A formal camplaint of harassment on behalf of
25 tenants was filed by PWVIA with the A-G on
December 1984. In October 1985 the
"Independent Person" procedure agreed between
the A-G and Helmsley was begun. PWVTA
objected to but agreed to try out the
procedure. (Details in earlier newsletter.)

tenants remain in regidence.

Lock Yourself Qut? The rmanagement coffice
hze dredaed up years-clé "repair kills"
tenants thought long settled as grounde for
not lettinrg them kack in.

Strange Phcne Calls: Numerous tenants have
received pheone calls at work or elsewhere,
ostensibly from "Con Fdison", asking that
the tenant identify his/her place of
recidence and incuiring whether service
should be cut off. Inguiries to the real
Con Fdison have revealed no such calls were
rlaced. 2s management has admitted to
having employed investigatcrs to search out
tenant reccrds relative to primary
residence, PWVTA assumes these
misidentified rhone calls may ke part of
managenent's effort to challenge tenants.
(Con Fcdison may also have cause to
corplain).

TI. UAERFNQUSING -— VEAT'S ALLOVAPLE?

vThen the red herrings were issued in May

Senior representatives of the A-G's office
met with PWVT2A in 1985 and 1986 over the
barassment cuestion but did not move to
gtop it. However, when PWVT2 threatened
current court action, the A-C's office
responded by formally organizing an
investigation into, PWy harassment and

. TR :
calling on Helmsley,for evidence.

CUR PCLITIC2I. RFPRESENTATIVEE CCME TEECUGFE

The elected representatives of PEV tenants
have taken an active role -- staying
informed, articulate and ccnstructive.

They have variously been precent at
reetings with the A-C's office and on other
ocasciocns. State Assemblymen Fd Sullivan
and Jerrold Nadler, State Senator David
Patterson, City Councilwoman Ruth



of illegzl occupancy, rrimary resicency,
etc.

reliveries Plocked: PV Security has
stopred truck deliveries to numerous
tenants' apartrente (&) until the tenant
coulé provide identification with
photograrh te prove he or she was the
tenant of record; or (b) for failing to
give three days notice in writing of
anticipated delivery or removal of items of
furniture or apvliances.. In conseguence,
Christmas gifts were re-delivered after
Christmas; tenants have had to take extra
days off from werk and pay a "second
delivery" charge; and our neighborhooéd 24th
rolice precinct, having been contacted by
roth frustrated tenants and PRV security,
has felt corpelled tc issbe a careful
rolicy statement citino civil law. An
article attempting to clarify both
ransoement's prerogatives and tenants'
rights regarding deliveries will appear in
the next iscue of the PWV_Tenant.

Pooce Mot Welcome? Yurerous tenants with
dogs (and two without doas) have received
5-day notices of lease terrmination unless
they get rid of their dogs. Lawyers have
heen called, PWVTA has gone to bat, tenants
have pleaded, and so far, both dogs and
tenants remain in residence.

Lock vourself Cut? The ranagement office
hee dredaed up years-ald "repair bills"
tenants thought long settled as arounds for
not letting them bhack in.

Strange Fhone Calls: Numerous tenants have
received@® vhone calls at work or elsewhere,
ostengibly from "Ccn Féison", asking that
the tenant identify his/her place of
resicence and incuiring whether cervice
choulé be cut off. Inguiries to the real
Con Fdiscn have revealec no such calls were
rlacecd. 2 management has aémitted tc
having employed investigatcrs to search out
tenant records relative to primary
recidence, PVVTA assumes these
misicentified rhone calls wmay be part of
ranagement's effort to crallenge tenants.
(Con Fdison may also have cause to

" corplain).

TI. UVARFRHQUSIEG -- yHAT'S ALLOWAFTLE?

vihen the red herrings were issued in May
1982, the spensor certified thkat 12
apartments in 372 C.F.¥. and 23 apartments
in 282 C.P.". were being held empty -—-
nwarehoused" -- 2 number then well below
the 1n% allowed by present law. The black
rocks issued in October 1985 licsted 53
(12.2% of the total available) apartrents
in 372 C.P.W. and 53 in 382 C.P.V. as empty
—— a nurher PVVTA believes is understated.
The cuestion of how rnany apartrents @
lendlord ray empty ocut between red herring
and black kock bas nct yet heen tested in

5,

%.gpurt.

CUuvrlrd O vl A A as ems om0

BAPASSMENT

PHVTA ie askina the court to take several
actions:

To direct the Attorney General either to
revoke his acceptance of the conversion
plans or to seek ap injunction against
continuance of the planes.

To prohibit the Felmeley enterprises from
proceeding with conversion.

To issue an injunction haltirg the
continued campaign of tenant harassment.

To award compensation damages covering at
least the cost of the court actiocn and
attorneys' fees.

WHY PWVTA 18 ALSC SUINC TEFFE ATTORNWFEY-CENEFAL

PWVTA is suing the Attorney-Ceneral as well
as Helmsley on grounds that the A-G's
office approved the plans for filing
despite orissions of material fact,and has
allowed the plans to proceed despite
knowledge of illegal and continuing
haracsment of tenants throughout the PWV
complex.

B formal camplaint of harassment on behalf of
25 tenants was filed by PWVTA with the A-G on
Decamber 1984. In October 1985 the
"Independent Person" procedure agreed between
the A-GC and Helmsley was begun. PWVTA
objected to but agreed to try out the
procedure. (Details in earlier newsletter.)

Senior representatives of the A-G's office
met with PWVTA in 1985 and 1986 over the
harasesment cuestion but ¢id nct move to
stop it. However, when PWVTR threatened
current court action, the A-C's cffice
responded by formally organizing an
investigation igéo’gyﬁkharassment and
calling on Helmsley,for evidence.

CUR PCLITICAL EFPRFSENTATIVES COME TEHEFCUGF

The elected representatives of PUV tenants
have taken an active role —-— staying
informed, articulate and censtructive.
They have var iously been present at
reetings with the A-C's office and on other
ocassions. State Assemblymen Fd Sullivan
and Jerrold Nadler, State cenator David
patterson, City Councilworan Ruth
Messinger, District Leader Scott Stringer,
Porough President ravid nDinkins and
representatives of Congressman Charles
Rangel have all come through. Tc them our
votes of thanks!

LATE FLASH - On February 25, the New York
gtate Supreme Court set april 1 for subsequent
hearings on PWVTA's case and decided to:
-Extend the temporary injunction on harassment;
-Not allow the conversion plans to be declared

effective before April 1.




